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Why do I like St.
Stephen’s Church?
Could it be because I am accepted
and loved for who I am, not for
the way I look, or what I do?
Or perhaps it appeals to my very
English roots?
Maybe because my gay daughter
is acceptable and loved here too?
Maybe because my tattooed
grandchildren can come here
without fear of being rejected?
Maybe it is because we work
with people who are less
fortunate than us?
Maybe because we are all
inclusive?
Maybe because I am safe here?
Maybe it is because I love the
way Barbara plays the piano?
Maybe it is because Barbara plays
the same tune to “O little town of
Bethlehem,” I grew up singing?

…But….maybe, just maybe,
it’s because the people here
are the greatest!
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This is my first writing for our Newsletter.
From now on each article will be different, but one
thing must be remained steadfast; my love for you.
My love for you as a community and my love for
every one of you in this community. Though,
from time to time we may disagree, disappoint one
another or fall short of our expectations of each
other, my love for you and for this community has never been deeper,
or stronger. I love being your Vicar, and I don’t see that changing
anytime soon.
God is moving and doing things.
I want you all to get hold of that today - and to delight in it
and to think about just what it is that he is doing here at San Esteban/
St. Stephen’s and how it is that he is shining in and through us this
these last few months.
One of the things that struck me from the beginning about San
Esteban/St. Stephen’s is the very real warmth, the very real love, that
is in it love for even the most difficult of our brothers and sisters and
love too for the strangers who come to the door.
Sometimes, all we can think is the hurts and of pains that have
been done in our midst, of efforts not appreciated, and persons not
remembered when perhaps they ought to have been, but I want to
think past that stuff to what else has been going on, to what has been
growing ever larger in our midst, which is the good stuff the fruit of
the Spirit that Paul speaks of in Galatians 5, verse 22, “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol”
There are great things happening at San Esteban/St. Stephen’s
my friends from a vision of us playing together as a congregation to
visions of us singing and worshipping God together as a united and
loving community.
The Rev. Canon Pablo Ramos, D.D., Vicar

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH SUMMARY OF
Who am I?

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

RESPONSES FOR MAINTAINING BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
The following list summarizes the responses of most important
maintenance and replacement projects at St. Stephens.
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What’s happening this

1.Maintain roof to reduce/eliminate leaks

Month at St. Stephen’s

2.Replace/maintain furnaces and AC units

Did you know that almost

3.Install smart equipment (programmable thermostats) or other high
tech equipment

every Wednesday, Amy Hayashi
comes at 5:00 p.m. and does crafts

4.Replace the current sound system

with the kids?

5.Repair/replace parking lost asphalt

That’s commitment!
Thank you Amy.

6.Complete or continue painting of areas throughout the church
7.Improve/repair playground area .
Other comments made are listed below.
I get sad when there are no candles to light or matches to light the
candles.
It would help to let the congregation know how expensive each
project is and what funds are available.
Replace the blackboard for the prayer list and replace with a white
board then it would be easier to see.
Continue to maintain landscaping because it makes the building and
grounds look very inviting.
St. Stephen’s should buy a portable defibrulator in case of emergencies.

Worship On Wednesday
Worship on Wednesday (WOW) is
taking on a new format.
5:00 pm until 7:00 pm, Amy will
work with the children on different
craft projects,
6:30 pm - 7:00 pm Eucharist
7:00 pm, Dinner

Why don’t you give it a try!

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Ongoing maintenance will help reduce full replacement costs.
Replace parking lot every 10 years and maintain playground every
other year.
Submitted by Carly Burton, Senior Warden, Bishop’s Committee

What St. Stephen’s is to me
I first came to St. Stephen’s 14 years ago when I bought a house
in West Valley City, and my work schedule finally allowed me to have
weekends off. That meant that I no longer had an excuse for not
coming to church. I remember calling the St. Stephen’s phone number
and being utterly delighted to hear Lee Shaw’s voice on the recording.
Lee was my mentor for the Enquirer’s Class, way back in the day, and
he stood sponsor for me at my baptism in 1984, 35 years ago.
Today I’m a professed monastic and solitary in the Lindisfarne
Community, and my home is recognized as a hermitage of that
community. I’ve also taken Buddhist refuge vows through the
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Education for Ministry
Before becoming a
participant in Education for
Ministry, I went to several Bible
studies but they didn't answer my
theological questions. I enjoyed the
program so much, I stayed on an
extra year as a co-mentor after
completion. While Matt was our
vicar, a woman going to St.
Stephen's asked if I would lead a
Bible study and my immediate
thought was how Bible studies had
just held a social purpose for me
anymore; that EfM was Bible study
on steroids (answered my questions
about the Bible and the church for
me personally).
About 2 years ago, Phil
Kinchington became the Utah
Diocese EfM coordinator. I went
through mentor training and by
September of 2017, a St. Stephen's
group was formed. Since that time, I
have learned that EfM is also offered
online and intend to train to qualify
as an online mentor the next time
there is a training available. I also
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Lindisfarne Community’s Zen branch, and received the Dharma name
of Sokunin.
To me, the Way of Christ is a practice, more than it is a set of
beliefs. “Praxis” is a fancy theological word that means the same thing.
In order to engage in a practice, a person has to stop talking, buckle
down, and pay attention. A church community forms an anchor point
for such a praxis, and it’s the sturdy hinge on which an entire way of
life swings back and forth.
St. Stephen’s is my chosen community; a place where real
people, people that I love, help me keep my feet on the ground and my
heart in the right place. It’s a place where I can put my money where
my mouth is. Literally. It’s a place where I can roll up my sleeves and
get to work. It’s a place where I can keep company with friends who
share my intention to ‘seek and serve Christ in all persons.’
There’s a Zen story (called a mondo) about a new monk in a
monastery who comes to Master Joshu and says, “I’m new here, please
teach me.” Joshu says, “Have you eaten your porridge?” and the monk
says “Yes, I’ve eaten.” Joshu says, “Well then, you’d better go and wash
your bowl.” At this, the new monk was enlightened. In Christian
terms we might say the monk ‘had an epiphany.’
St. Stephen’s is a place where I’m not only fed, but reminded to
wash my bowl— and not just once, but over and over again.
Sr. Leah Sokunin Sanford, LC

May Confirmation &
Bishop’s Visit

am willing to continue mentoring
the St. Stephen's group as long as at
least 6 people sign up to be a
participant (there is a limit of 12) for
each group.
Please talk with me or other
EfM graduates (St. Stephen's has
many) if you have questions. The
web site is efm.sewanee.edu. In
order to start in September, I would
like the commitment of signed-up
participants by the end of June.
Love,
Fran
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